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Great Expectations

| was visiting another church to attend a
concert. | got to the front door five minutes
before the scheduled start and found a sign
saying the concert had been moved to a
different part of the building. | went around
the building and found an open door. The
concert was already going. They had decided
to start 30 minutes earlier than the
publicized schedule. They let everybody they
thought would come know about the change.
They didn’t expect visitors like me to show
up.

Most churches say they want visitors, but
often their actions indicate they don’t really
expect any visitors will come. When songs
are sung but the words are not in a hymnal or
not handed out or not put on a screen, it
shows they don’t expect any visitors will be in
the crowd. When the speaker says a Bible
verse or story is “familiar to all of us” it
shows he assumes only regular church-goers
are there. He has probably made anybody
who is unfamiliar with the verse or story feel
unwelcomed.

Sadly, at times, people will invite others
to church because they know they should,
but they don’t think the ones they invite will
come. They share the good news of Jesus
with others, but they don’t think it will be
received. They pray for God to work in lives,
but they don’t think it will make a difference.

David wrote, “In the morning, O Lord, you
hear my voice; in the morning | lay my
requests before you and wait in
expectation” (Psalm 5:3). This is the same
David who ran confidently into battle against
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Goliath. Even though Goliath was strong and
intimidating, and David was armed with only
stones and a slingshot, David expected God
to give him the victory. “This day the Lord will
hand you over to me ... and the whole world
will know that there is a God in Israel”

(I Samuel 17:46). We pray and wait in
expectation that God will do good and
gracious work and reign victorious.

In the late 1700s hardly anyone in the
churches in England was interested in doing
mission work in faraway lands. “Too hard.
Too dangerous. Too expensive.” William
Carey was frustrated with that attitude and
so he founded a missionary society in 1792.
At the first meeting of the society he
preached a sermon that included the call,
“Expect great things from God; attempt great
things for God.” Within a year he and his
family and partner headed to India. It was
hard. It was seven years until the first convert
was baptized. He spent 41 years in India
without coming home on a furlough. But he
was used by God to translate the entire Bible
into six of India’s major languages. He
attempted to do great things like work for
the abolishment of infanticide and widow
burning.

The order in Carey’s phrase is important.
First we expect great things from God.
Motivation and strength comes when we see
the great things Jesus has done for us. In
response to those great things, we attempt
great things for Him. Because of His
goodness, grace and love, we pray, we invite,
we serve and we live with great expectations
of changed lives and good work God will do.

—Pastor Craig
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Confirmation Starts October 2

The class is two years of

instruction in the basics of the

Bible and meets each

Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. during the school
year. All those who are 6" grade and above
are welcome to be part of the class. Please let
Pastor Craig know if you’re interested.

Men’s Breakfast Saturday Oct. 5 8:00 a.m.
If you'd like to help prepare the
€ preakfast, please talk with Pastor

Women’s Missionary Federation (WMF)
Thursday October 10 1:00 p.m.
Downstairs at Bethany.
All ladies are invited.

Good News Club Starts October 15.

The John Jacob Astor School Good News Club
begins again on Tuesdays at 2:20 to 3:30 p.m.
Parents of those attending the Club need go
to the school office for the room location and
to complete a form that authorizes
transportation arrangements.

More volunteers to help with Club are always
welcome. If you'd like to provide snacks for
the Club, please sign up on the bulletin board
across from the sanctuary.

Astoria Rescue Mission
Harvest Banquet Saturday
Oct. 19 3:00 p.m.

Calvary Assembly Church
1635 Main St, Warrenton.

Aslioria

Rescue Mission
Changing Hearts... ...Saving Lives

The banquet is free and a fundraising
auction will follow. Everyone is welcome
to enjoy the banquet, hear testimonies
about changed lives and learn more
about the work of the Rescue Mission.

Coast Pregnancy Clinic Living Hope
Benefit Dinner and Silent Auction
Saturday Oct. 19 5:00 p.m.

Astoria Golf and Country Club.

Tickets can be purchased at
coastpregnancyclinic.com or by calling
503-325-9111.

Congregation Quarterly Meeting
Sunday, Oct. 20

following the morning worship
my SErvice.
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Happening This Month...
Confirmation Starts October 2
Men’s Breakfast October 5
WMF Meets October 10
Good News Club Starts October 15
Congregation Quarterly Meeting October 20
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